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Sin its own — 8 N 


A 2 7 
DISCOURSE, 


SHEWING- 
How the Nature of Sin is in it ſelf 


4 Miſery to the Sinner, 


AND 
3 hat the Sinner, by finning, works 


F Puniſhment upon himſelf, 


According to the Nature of bis Sin, 


f 
ö 
1 
5 


Being a Continuation of, The Nature and Ori- 

= ginal of Sin explained. Which was written 
for a Continuation of, The Remedy againſt 
mortal Errors. 
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JOSEPH MOR ( G A NA. M. 
Pinder of theGospsr wig in New-Ferſe y. 
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Printed by Gamaliel Rogers, for Samuel Gerrifls 
at the lower End of Corsbill. 11.8 8... 


fo” 
* 
* 
as» P 
o- 
"I 
= 
—— 
* 
1 
=] 
= 
A 
F. 
» 


* 


2 VU 
» _ 
=_— 4 
o 
. 
6 - 
pP , 
, « ** 
= 
he 


* 


Dong 


a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a ns. Yb. Bo 


= 

1 
. 
9 


9 
1 
Wl 
_ 
x \ 5 f 1 


4 2 
5 
BOY 


mn 45 
SI 4.7 - 


; 1 
1 
0 « MC 
* 9 2 


. ' " 1 * 3 
. 
4 * * 
N 4 F \ e yh " 927 1 " 8 "I o ; ; . 
3% 0 —_— 4 : *4 + ® # 4 N : 144 " * w* 4 : ws 4 4 Þ . " L 
„ % 
1 ” - 29 - 0 . * # 

; * » 5 "4 * 7 $ 4 * 1 2 ; . 0 * - 0 3 + 
= 4 1 _ ” 1 © 4 14 of -. p 144 
1 9 

» = . 
2 LE 
* ” . OY «14 » 2 _ 63 £ 
4 =" \ 3 J — I N 1 N * 1 5 
* * 
* A . : . 
* of 


j 


ST F046 i "us * : $1 
21 a 4 TEX 


— 


* 

A 

1 
LY. 
3 


8 2 
4 Ca 
* 


4 NEVER ſeek to put any thing in print, 
FF © Except I think that GOD has given me 


"oY - fomiethicig New to ſuggeſt, which upon 
furthet tho'ts may, with GOD's Bleſſing, 
Peer grout Uſe'to help blinded Mankind ont 


F the Miſery fallen upon us, by having ſought 
be wife enough to guide our ſelves by our 
en Wiſdom, now curſed for that idolatrous 
Ambition: 4nd then I think I hide my Talent 
2X 146 it not. „„ 


K n & 11 | 110 STS, 


a 
# 


I always write the plaineſt Style I can 


hat the meaneſt Capacity may underſtan 
e. I ftudy the utmoſt Brevity, that it may 


Mot be too chargeable to you, nor ſpend toq 
much of your precious 'Time from readin 

he Scripture, and other Duties. But I hope 
dthers will more largely improve in their 


reaching the things I ſuggeſt. Yet compriſ- 7 
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1 * 5 * * 4 * 
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_ both, and partly, becauſe my Manuſcripts 4 
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. 5 72 6 few wits, 1 f You A N 
— read it often and flowly to comprehend 
it ; which then will be much better to you r 
than to read 4 ot Diſcour =) whic - 


* n 90 1 Wl WI.) 


0 Nada Y * 
in ſeveral Books, partly, leaſt one Fav e —_ 


ſo many Years at the Printers unprinted, 
* I forget what was in them before I write 
the next; but chiefly," to improve Nane 
Roan ſeveral 2 . 


5 9 4 a 
To 4 þ 8 TIA 
: C3 AS 31 1 


22 "FOR. Brevity, 1 ſomerimesi. omit Scrip , 
Words; and except you look them in he 
Bible, von may better omit; the N in 
Foadings, leſt ir hinder — Time and Thots. = 
_ Ig; FRG ei (4 I acti 311 + | 
1 JB theſe Wiigings may, wich GOD's Bleſ 
| Gag, be an Help do Tias YEE, h 1 
in dhe Knowledge of the Neceſſity and Excel- 
lency of CHRIST for a Saviour, to Sbeeive 
Grace from Him, It is all I aim at. 
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= OPSALM: IK; 16. 
B wicked is ſnared in the Work of bis 

un Hands. Higgaion, Selah. 
s will be found among the wonderful Works 

of GOD, therefore-the Words are brought in 
by ſaying, The Lord is knocum by the Fudgment 
pe executeth. Every Attribute whereby GOD 
is pleaſed to make hbimfelf known to his 
reatures, ſhall be made known to be Infinite : And is gra- 
8 ually. knewu mere and more in his Works of Creation 


Nas revealed (doubtleſs), their Admiration was double: And 
i ſtill increaſed by the further Diſcoveries of the Glory of ir. 
N 1Per.1.12.Which things the Angels deſire to look into. But GOD 
is known, and to be furth 
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3 when Man's Redemption from Sin, by a promiſed Meſſab, 


er known by the Judgments we | 


* 


Sin its own Puniſhment. 
| were he mor glorious than che wiſeft of all C 


knew befo 
I ſuppoſe the Prophets have by Inſptration delivered ma. 
ny glorious Truths which they themſelves then ſaw not G4 
* - deep into as ſome do now, And that the depth of theſe 
| Propheſies ſhall K more and more be diſcovered (1 Pet. 1. 12 
afaxeſaid.) 77 | 
THAT the Diteovery of GOD's Glory is the ende [ 
of the Joy and Happineſs of all bleſſed rational Creatures, 
I think none will deny. And that the Enjoyment of GOD 
is mediate. Saints and Angels beholding GOD's Image, 
and his Glory diſplayed in themſelves, and in one another, 
is their Book to read his glorious Excellencies in, whom no 
created Being can ſee as he is in himſelf. This I take to be 
the Uſe and Happineſs of the Communion of Saints in He 
ven. And the more bleſſed the, Creature is, the greater is 
his Viſien of GOD ia his Image. 
BUT among ſo many Characters whereby GOD's Clary 
3 made legible to his Creatures (to che HappineG. of al 
that love it ? that of the Puniſoment of Sin is one. And the 
. of the Puniſhment is a Capital Letter to read hu 
_ Glory He takes the wiſe in their own Craftineſs ; and 
ae hiniſelf by che Sin he commic. 
He need not gtrike one Stroke with his 'own Hang; nor 


* 


chat che —— Sin ia bene. Mi- 
0 hitu that commits dr. IF 
1. I'tappaſe/is hicherco bur litele ſeen.” Our Text make: 
5 a Matter of rhe higheſt Meditation. Inſomuch char or 
rs. finding. no Word iu our unge to anſwer 
— ion uf che Hebrew Word; gave it us cran- 3 
ated Higgaion, which ſignifies Meditation in the ſuperlative 
. (Degree. * i like Termination \Elion li ide phe 1 
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Sin its own Puniſbmem. 3 


| 9 Firſt. how the Sinner works his owl Puniththent j But 
in not rg to ſhew, how the alwiſe Providence of GOD 
es the De 


us of the meſt crafty Enemies of his Church, 
not {7 the Chnreh's' Benefit and Deliverance (which many ha ve 
* theſe ved by multitudes of clear Inſtatices) Nor how the Ser- 
1. 12 and his Seed, i. e. the Devil and bis Inſtruments, in 
n's ſinful Luſts, by accompliſhing. the thing they under- 
dation e, defeat themſelves of what they aimed at in doing it. 


*XTHE Devil thought to ecclipſe GOD's Glory, and make 
GON Mar miſerable : And ro accompliſh ir, he tempted our firſt 
mage, Nents to Sin, and prevailed. But how was he enſnared in 
Work of his own Hands! For GOD took Occalion by 
I to ſhew the Glory of his Mercy and Grace above the 
to be Mory of all the Creation beſide ( Pſalm 138. 2.) which 
Heal erwiſe had not been known: And hence Men and Angels 
ter u el not have been ſo happy as they now may. Alſo, by 
"Ms God took Occaſion to make ſome of the Children of 
Glory Men (on whom the Devil thought to vent his Spice ) to be 
of all Monuments of his Mercy, and fo, the lovely Occaſion of 
d the 88 greacelt Glory in rhe Creation, and thereby the Joy and 
miration of che Angels, and many times the more happy. 
NOR, how the Devils, not rightly underſtanding the 
pee (which probably were given in a dark Style for 
t Cauſe) thought to defeat the Redemption * Man, 
exciting the Feqps to crucify their Redeemer; whereas, 
ereby was wro't about the Delign of his coming. 
NOR how the Enemies of the þ#n:bling ſanctifying Doc- 
nes of the Goſpel, promote them by perſecuting chem. 
BV my Delign is to ſhew how that the Nature of Sin is 
ic ſelf a Puniſhmenr. Which is beſt done by conſidering 
in the whole Nature of it, as che Foundation of it was 
io che Temptation which induced our firſt Parents (and 
Lec Devils before them) ro Sin. Then 


Fit. MAN covered to have his Happineſs in himſelf ſepa- 
ie from GOD ;''as GOD has his Happineſs in himſelf, and 
ag Selt-ſufficient. Man coveted to note Good and Evi, from 
Wis own Will, as GOD, dogs. Whereas the Frame of our 
ure is ſo Glorious, that nothing can be agreeable to its 
appinefs, nor ſutficienc to ſatisfy to Contentment; but on- 
y the glu iy ing of Ae as $7, in the bday 
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ſtored again, But he has choſen to be happy in himſelf, 


- have the leaſt Idea of is at all, except the Holy Spirit of 


they know of, and love, and finding it anſwers not the End; 5 
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4 Vn its own Puniſument. A 


his Glory... Iſai. 58. 8. And the Glory of the Lord Gali gather 
* cont 


In thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Fey. Gen. 15. 1. I am thy ex- | 
ceeding great Reward. _ This is the higheſt Glory of the 
A, jo Angels ; which we are in our Meaſure capable of, 
is our Glory. Man's chief End is to glorify and enjoy | 
GOD. But all Men ſince the Fall, till they are changed by N 
the Grace of GOD, do make it their chief End, to glorif/ — 
and enjoy themſelves in GOD's ſtead. '$ 
WELL, Man deſiring to have his Happineſ in himſef > * 
without GOD, and ſtriving to take it, and fo deſpiſing the 44 
Glory and Honour GOD had crowned him with : GOD lets 95 
him try his Hand, and be as happy as he can be in himſelf X r 
evitkout COD ; and rakes away a# Senſe of any manner of f 


as - 
"A 


Happineſs in the Lovelineſs of GOD's Preſence and Glory. . 


Man has his Deſire, and his Sin is his Puniſhment. Man is a 
never content, he always wants more. All the Kingdoms 
of the World give no more Satisfaction to his capacious Soul 
than an Alm gives, to a, Beggar. At firſt obtaining, he 
thinks himfelf happy a little while; like an hungry = 
dreaming he eats (Jai. 29. 8.) but is anon diſquiered again, 
and aiſquicted in vain. The only ſatisfy ing thing is wanting: Wi 
and he never to Eternity can be ſatisfyed, except it be re- 


or of himſelf without it, and therefore why ſhould he have it? 
By his own Choice it is taken away; and Man knows no- 
thing at all of ic, that there is ſuch a thing; and can never 


GOD who made us, reveal it to us again. 80 Men finding 
their Soul empty, and ſeeking to fill it with ſuck things as 


they think the Detect is in their not having enough of what bY oi 
they chuſe inſtead of GOD. Hence many, to fill their emp- the 
ty wandering Soul, proceed to ſuch violent and unjuſt Acti- ob 
ons, that ſome loſe their Lives, ſome their Peace, and moſt VP 
of thech loſe their Souls by it. | * 
MN would have himſelf to be his own Happineſs, and in 


his own Wiſdom, the Diſpoſer of it. GOD leis him try his 
Skill ; But Man ſoon brought hiurfelf to the greateſt Indigency, 
WY 5 2 A |  Emprincts 


„ „ —_——— * 8 
— * 3 - * > - 
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— * 


1 | en et | 
® "Sin its own Puniſhment. _ 
| = mptineſ and Want. Man's noble Nature cannot be fo 

Tontent (as the Beaſts are, when their Bellie are full.) 

Man is therefore diſquieted, and the more he ſtirs, the worſe 
e is diſquieted: That if GOD did nor, in his Pity to us lay a 
train upon it, our diſquieted Mind would be a Tor- 
ent to us (as it is te ſome, till they chuſe Death rather 
: han Life) This is the Fruit of Man's covering to be happy 
* 3 himſelf ! Verily we have made a poor hand of it! 


viſe 

the 4 

. | 7 iſquieted Mind, do haſten themſelves into Hell; do only 
of "Fun themſelves a thouſand times the deeper into all manner 


Sf Diſquietments and Torments of Mind for ever. So is the 


ory. er: : 
an is icke always ſuared in the Work of his own Hands! 


loms 4 * 7 | IT - ; 4A ans 
I ſhall now prepoſe a Matter, which at firſt propoſing may 

Fo 1 ound ſtrange :/ vid. That unregenerate Men now ſuffer Half 

wy be Puniſhment of the damned; and know it not. I do nor 


zin. y half, nor the ten chouſandth part of the Pains of che 
8 Ny 5 damned; but half rhe Puniſbment. | 4 


0g = THE Enjoyment of GOD's lovely Preſence, is juſtly ac- 
Fm ounted more delightful than the Pains of Hell are terrible. 
” „But as the dead Carcaſs of a murdered Perſon knows not of 
It © Many Harm he has ſuffered, though! his living Friends, with 
10- RE Grief bemean him; So he that is dead from the Preſence 
* Jof GOD ( which is more than Life to the Soul, Pſalm 63. 3.) 
1 0" knows not of his Loſs: For he has no more Senſe” of a ſpiri- 
a ral Life in GOD's Preſence, than a dead Body has know- 


leage of a natural Life: Yer his LoG is never the leſs for 


* bis Ipnorance of it. While he was alive he thought it a 
terrible thing. But when ſuch lift up their Eyes in Hell, then 
. they will know their Loſs, and feel their Torment, which 


their forſaking GOD to live to themſelves, has made. Thus 
Sin is its on Puniſhment, in the Loſs of Communion” <vith 
GOD; Which is the greateſt Puniftmenc, unutterable and 


wo inſupportable, that can be laid on a rational Creature created 
a, capable to enjoy it. i 
: 2 * „* i a 


8 _: 
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n itt #wn Puniſbment. 3 7 
THE Want of what GOD never made our Nature capable * 


6 
4 
* 


< 15 no Want nor Punilhment-: But che Want of What ic Fo 
was his good Pleaſure to make us capable of, is a Punilh-! bis 
ment. So the not knowing what GQD has not made our 
Nature capable to know, is no Puniſhnene; and che Af. 
- piring aſtex ir, is a part of that n Sin, * mn, j 
Ru as We have ro neut lo 4 mn 
2; MAN has deſi red to have his Hapoineſs only in auch Sh 
. Pleaſures as are peculiar to this World. - And nl except 
GOD, or Chriſt ſake (who ſuffered to ſat iy for Men's z 
Sias )do pleaſe to pardon us, and change our Heart in chis d. 
thing, we never ſhall have any other Happigeſs. Where our 
Heart is, there is our Treaſure: and cuhere our Treaſure iti, 
there is our Heart, Mat. 6. 21. Oh miſerable! Some ſuch 
may have a proſperous Life here, Dean it is all wy 2 
ſtall have, N its We 
3. MAN boy Weng! ſorſoon GOD, 'as to. his Love.” For | 
all Siu comes by want of Love to GQD, .. And-here Sin is b 
Areadjally its own Fonihment. When the + Brightneſs of 
.GOD's Glory mall be diſcovered in the next Life, then thoſe avi 
that love I im, aud are of the ſame Image; ſhall be filled 
with unſpeakable Foy, in beholding the Lovelineſs of it. In 1 
i Freſence is Eulneſs of Foy. But this will be as much 2 
Terror to thoſe that love hin not (that is a Terror propor- 
tidnal to the Diſcovery they have of his Glory) Rev. 6. 16. 
And bide u, from the Tteſenes of lim that Lare on he 
Aren. ot 
50 chat the- 3 of Sin is as the Repel by whith Hell 


Fire burns. And Grace is as the Oil of 'Cladneſs, whereby 
Nara is: ſo lovely; becauſe that receives the Joy of it. =. © 
SOME. Meu live ont of che Love of GOD, as heir Prac: 8 
rick. ſnews ; and yer think of going to Heaven. But 19 
would ask FO What cbould you do in Heavin} It would 
be no. Pleaſure to you; But, the Preſence | of God in his 
Glory being there more brightly ſcen, very ey it would 
damen Hon worſe than to be in Hell. 1 61 | 
157 
3 SIN. is a lug orſelf 7 No our Phief, Eod. in * ſtead 
n As N in echepioping of it, vs fir ſt 
arents 


* 


| — — ——ĩ— 
pable 1 rents would be 4 0D. Good and Evil: ſhould be fuck 


nat it rchemſelves ſhould pleaſe, and that for their own © ſakes. 
min. his was a making Gods of themſelves. O the worſt of Idol 


our y! A ſorſaking of G0, and making Idols of our ſelves, 
Aſ- is we have all greedily followed. O vrho can hold from 


: bli ! 1 rr (at ne © 7 AH 4 
3 Iva Sin is ſtill irs owwn Punifhmenr.: The Sinner in 
u, when he.ſces his own Vileneſs and Hatefulneſs, in that 


ſuch 


D's Image in him is fo. fearfully defaced; he fhall Ioath 


14 


— 
. 


ccept i dread himſelf, Could he flee from himſelf, what an 
len's Mee it would be to him: Man would not love the Trib; 
| chis a che Trurh mall be his Torment. Paßur was made an 
our blem of Hell, Jer. 20. 3, 4. 4 Terror to, himſelf, a Terror 


, nd about, | The thing is ſelt-Evident. If we be not ſancti- 


For de wiſe to know or chuſe for bimſelf, Whar he will have 
n is i be Good, and Wbar to be Evil. And Man taking this 


s of Prerogative or imaginary Privilege to himſelf, and his Will 
hoſe Ring by this rebelled againſt che Will of GOD, is ever in- 
filled ined to will contrary to GOD's Will. This proves Man's 
In orment. For GOD being ſtrongeſt, and his Will being al- 
:h a Hays juſt, he performs all his Will, Ifai. 46. 10. And I evi 


por- ea my Pleaſure. But the Sinner wills the congrary: and 
16. bis diſappointed Will is his Miſery. g. 10 


he WELL. did eur Lord teach us to pray, Thy: Wilt be | dont. 


ob knows better how to will Geod for us, than we for 


Hell N dur ſelves. Our Happineſs and Duty are F 


by Pe great Part of the Joy of Heaven, 0 rejoice that 


* 
4 


* 


ob's Will is done. | 414 of rr and pron 
rac- Again, SINCE we deſired to have our Will at- our ewn 
ic I M@iſpoſe ; and GOD to pimiſh this Rebellion wirchdrew from 
ould 
his 
auld 


* 


make of guiding it our ſelves! In ever, inclining to the 
Things that lead to Hell, (which may ſtew ys our Deſerv- 
ings) and in being as leath to do the Things which would 
make for our Eſcape. Thus, O how many periſh from un- 
5 the Goſpel! And Sin works its own Puniſhment, till it 
rings 


ead 
fir ſt 


eus 


232 


the Sinner to Hell; and then torments him „ i, 


viding our Will ſor us; O what a miſcrable/Hand do de 


1 
: 


T=. 


» 1.3 


} . 
8 
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8 ' n its o Puniſhment. 
Af/GOD leave us td eur own Will, and do” not himſelf turn 


- Pleaſure with their Souls; but will; truſt themſelves and their 


_ i upon their own good P 


© Soul-niurdering Tra 


"| 
: *4 
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: 


is and guide it for us ( contrary to what we deſerve!) we 
Mall never come to Chriſt and be ſaved. Jer. 31. 18. Turn 
aon me and I Pall be turned. Ezek. 36. 2). And I wii put 
Spirit in yon, and cauſe vo to walt in my Statutes Pur ? 
Verſe 32. Not for your ſakes do I this, ſaith tbe Tord GOD, i 

tbe it known te . ; niet en me 143 
3603-61 cot 1997 3 A Miene 312 
#146, MAN undertook to be his own Protector, i e. to know 
Hood and Evil ſo as to keep himſelf. But ſee the Iſſue 
Me are in Temporals, expoſed to Dangers continually. We 
have no Aſſurance of our Lives for a Moment. We are ex- 
poled to Sickneſs, unt and Pain, and muft die: Seeing 
Ve had reſuſed GOD for our Protector and Ruler. If he 
give us but our own Way, we need no other Confutarion, i 
Prov. 1. 3 1. They a eat of the Fruit of their ' own Way, 
And be filled with their own Devices. Our own Prudence ' 
will not protect us. But the moſt fatal Wo, which comes 
bÞy.chivis; Men are Joath to truſt GOD's ſovereign Good- 


own Prudence to come to Chriſt that they may be faved. 
They acknowledge (for the Truth is fo clear) char they BE 
rannot do it without GOD ; yet their inward Dependance 
ſes (as I have ſhewn elſewhere ) 
Men have ſuch an Opinion of their own Faithſulneſs. But 
Ir hat truſteth in bis own Hh is 4 Fool, Prov. 28. 26. 
For ſince Men covered. to be independant from GOD ; Men's Croſſ 
Faichfulneſi to themſelves ( a Gift from G0 for Men's 3 
Good) is, as à juſt Puniſhment taken away, and Men become 1 P 
ytors to themſelves. Bus where Men are de. 
aftaid of | themſelves, - and commit their Way to the Lord, to W- 
work in them beth to will and to do, he never fails thoſe that Nr 
truſt him. Malm 3. 5. Phil. 2:12, 12 
THUS. Men by eating the forbidden Fruit of Self- Depen- 55885 
fence of new, will never come to Chriſt, except they vomit n 


x up again. Still Sin is its own Puniſhmene !. 
is 4 . | 


WE have undertock ro be, ſo like GOD, knowing. good 

(Evil, 'asiro depend upon our own Wiſdom. A dreadful 
Parc of he forbidden Fruit is this! And therefore, ſeeitg we 
to do without GOD, he juſtly withdraws that ſpecial 
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nidaxice we ſhould have depended upon. For our Reafon is 
is the Eye, which cannot ſee without Light. The Sight re- 
Wnains, but the Light is taken away. And now behold Sin 
puniſhing it ſelf. We daily miſtake te our own Hurt in 
Por temporal Things, and fall into Loſſes, Croſſes and Dan- 
Pers, and that ſometimes unto Death, and that by our own 
Miſtakes, - And we are liable to the moſt tremendous Miſtakes 
2 our ſpiritual Things, and that onto Damnatien ; which 
ve ſball furely run into, excepr GOD in his meer Mercy 
grant us that Guidance which our Apoſtaey from him has 
Forfeited. 

BUT more particularly, This World is ſince the Fall be- 


. „„ 


„ 


— eme a Place of Trouble and Miſery to every Man that is 
: 10 Horn of a F/oman, Job 14. 1. Some part indeed, as Storms, 


amine, Sickneſs and Death, are purely providential to us: 
Jo ſhew us that we cannot protect our ſelves. Bur whence 
WEomes che moſt unſupportable Part of temporal Miſery, 
Evrhich even <wwearies Men of their Lives? But from our 
on procuring them upon our ſel es and one another. 
EW hence comes the miſerable and grievous Angers and Conten- 
ions, to the Deſtruction of Comfort and Eſtate, ( fo well as 
the Cauſe of much Sin, and ſometinies the Ruin of Soul and 
Body) but from a fooliſh ævifu angry Temper ? Provoking 
ords imprudently ſpoken, and Provocation as imprudently 


_ taken; to the Confuſion, Sin and Grief of Families and 
es ieighbourhoods. Not to ſpeak of Law-Szits, Laſſes and 
Ken's Croſſes, Ceach thinking his own Cauſe right, Will over-rul- 


ing Reaſon /) Men fereed to loſe their Time, and many van 
y ſpending it, and extravagant Charges for Pride and 

aw ; allo ill Conduct in Affairs, till many a good Eſtate is 
conſumed, and the Owners brought to Beggary: And rhere— 
fore ſometimes take to ill Courſes, ſometimes to the Loſs of 


— Life and Soul: And all this by our caſting off the Guid- 
on. of the al- wife and merciful GOD, ts depend upon our 
uy own Wiſdom. dS 


* 


BUT let us look higher into Churches, Countries and 
Kingdoms ; and ſee the Troubles unto Wars, and Deſolations 
Wot a great Part of the World of Mankind. Count all the 


e Pdiferies of Mankind upon Earth, and I ſuppoſe tho greateſt 
: af are made by : Reaſon miſimproved. Thus in general 


Men bring the greateſt Part of che Miſeries of tkis Life up- 


= Sin its own Puniſhment.” 


et themſelves; and one another, and haſten Death fo the of 
half. And what is purely laid upon us, and not of our ac 
tual procuring, would be eaſy to bear, if our Fill had not all 
apoſtatiſed from G00. patient contented Mind mak 

Trouble eaſy; eſpecially if it riſe from a dutiful Submiſſiot 
to the Will of 60D: But à diſcontented Mind niaket 


Trouble ten times cvorſe than it really is. And then becauſt 
ſuch will bear no Trouble, they uſually rake the Way ro help 
rhemfſclves, which makes it really ten times worſe chan it 
was before; eſpecially if ic be in Matter of Contention. Thus 


See the Sinner puniſhing himſelf, for leaving GOD by truſt 
ing his own Reaſon. cat Dy TE PR BER * 
- YET theſe things are ſmall when compared to what follows ; 
for in our Spirituals, this Part of the forbidden Fruit has 
more dreadſul Effect. The Curſe is ſo dreadfully fallen up IN 
en Man's Reaſon, that we ſee Multitudes of People induedi tate 
with a good Portion of natural Reaſon : Yet they judge ofkea; e 
a Sermon or Diſpute not according to the Ds: ofeliev. 
che Reaſons given, nor the Wholſomeneſs of Directions, nor Poe, 
Evidence of Truth: But by the Multitude, Eloquence or Hot be 
Fluency of Words and confident Geſture ; or by their Af- Nas m 
feftian to the Speaker or the Cauſe, So their Will blinds Wind o 
their Reaſon and they are never the better. And ſome are Mlſo it 
4, conſident of their own Knowledge, that they will not eo eac 
hear what GOD has revealed to others, except it be ſome of Hon, e 
their own Faction, and will net know what Reaſons may be When, 
given them. Theſe forts are hereby rendred uncapable of Maread 
deteiving the Truth, except it be (as ro Man) by meer Ac- 17. 5. 
dent. Their great Confidence that they are right, is no Heart 
© Evidence of it (as we ſhall hear.) And as for their Edif- Ny, 
carion by Doctrine, it muſt needs be only a meer tickling of ceaſe 
the Ear. Thus Multitudes of rational Souls periſh for want the C 
af Reaſon. Oh the dreadful Effect of Man's covering to be lead t 
like. GOD, te depend upon his own Wiſdom! I chink ir Wneare 
goes thus with the molt part of People, becauſe they ule IMen 
more Will than Reaſon.” O doleful ! Wai. 44. 20. A deceived Ware ir 
Heart hath turned him aſide, that he cannot deliver bis Soul; Wwhict 
nar ſay, is there not à lie in my right hand? the W 
© BESIDES all this, Men are very prone to think of others ende 
as they are themſelves, whereby they are moſtly deceived in Nd x 
their Opinion of each other, tif Experiegee * ts 2 
"0 3 | ether Wie, 
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berwiſe. And many Miſeries follow upon this in Tempo 
ils. Bur the worſt is in Spirituals. Spite ful, Malicious and 
h- minded Men, account the Miniſters of Chriſt like 
emſelves, to do all for worldly Gain; and finding ſome 
ich in the Office, they judge all to be fo, and confirm ir by 
try miſrepreſented Circumſtance. Hence they receive 
eir Doctrine with no good Will, but with uncharitable de- 
ived judging, and ſo are never the better, but by unchari- 
ble He iring, or by negle# of Hearing, their Soul is loſt, 
br want of being found in the Path tabere the Holy Spirit is 
ont to walk. A dear Uncharictableneſs ! Some of Chriſt's 
ervantes who ſpend their Life, Health, Strength and Eſtate 
d do good to others; are but deſpiſed, neglected, and uncha- 
irably judged for ic. IN 

BUT hear things yet more terrible, if poſſible. | 
IN Articles of Faith, in things whereon our everlaſting 
drate depends; we ſee Men believe many hundred Ways; 
ea, even thoſe who rake the ſame Book for Direction, and 
delieve it all, do underſtand the ſame Words many Ways. 
| nor ome, yea all but one, muſt ſurely be miſtaken. They can- 
de Or Wor be all rieht. Is this che Image of GOD, which Man 
At- as made in? If it were only in things of leſſer Moment, 
nds End of the ontſide Parts of Religion it were bad: Bur it is 
e are o in things effencial to Salvation that Men believe contrary - 
not e each other. What can a Man be the better for his Rea- 
ne of on, except the Curſe be taken off? Men will but reaſon 
Ly be Whemſelves to Hell, and believe lies to be damned. Oh the 
le of Wdreadful Effect of Man's ſeeking to be his on Guide! Jer. 
Ac- 17, 5. Curſed be the Man that truſteth in Man — whoſe 
15 10 Wfeart departeth ſrom the Lord &c. Well does the wiſe Man 
dif- lay, Lean not to thine own Underſtanding, Prov. 3. 5. And 
ng 0 eaſe from thine own Wiſdom, Prov. 23. 4. Note well. From 
Want the Cauſe of this Wo, it ſeems that thofe whoſe Principles 
o be lead theni moſt out of themſelves to truſt in GOD, muſt be 
K it neareſt the ' Truth. But, Oh the doleful State of Man ! 
7 ule Men may be going in the Way to Hell, and yet think they 
ven Mare in the Way to Heaven. Prov. 16. 25. There is a Wa 
Sou, Nubich ſeemeth right unto a Man + but the endl thereof th 
Nena, of Death, How dreadful is the Sin of Self De- 
hers Npendence O the Vengeance that follows it! It has deſer- 
dia ies che Damnation of Hell: Aud the Sinner is left ro be tf 
hen 0 Execution 
wite, 
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Executioner of the Sentence by following the ſame Sin till 
But we ſhall heas of more terrible things yet. 4 

II is not ſo much, that there is ns Society of Men upon 

Earth, but what are guilty of abundance of Folly in > F 
Managements, to their great Damage: Nor that ve be igno-| 3 ; 
rant of the innumerabſe Parts of our Bodies, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of moſt of em, to the upholding of Life, and their 
continual Operation for that end. All which work ſo well A 
without our Knowledge as with ir. Though ſometimes ve 
may loofe our Lives for want of a better Knowledge of theſe of 
Things. But our Ignorance of our Souls is moſt awful!“ * 
For except GOD ( whom we have departed from) do, in of 

Mercy for the ſake of Chriſt, help us, we cannot know the WW. 
Motive eve act by our ſelves, And if we be never ſo ſound 
in the Articles of Faith; yet we may be deceived in on, 
ſelves, and think we have that Faith and Love which we 

have not; and ſo think we are going to Heaven while go- 
ing to Hell. Luke 13. 26, 27. Then foall ye begin to ſay, ue 
have eat and drunk in thy Preſence &c. But he all ſay, 1 
tell you know 2 not &c. But what greater Inſtance of the 
Curſe upon Man's Reaſon, than People's living eaſy, when 
they know not how ſoon they may be in Hell? (Amos 6. 1. 
O the dreadful ſtare that Sin has brought us into] Except 
GODN's meer good Pleaſure,pity and help us, our own Will 
and Deſires will make our Deſtruction 7A more terrible and 
inevitable. (Fer. 13. 23.) See the Effect of our truſting our 
ſelves, Men labour to keep themſelves quiet in a ſtate ob Sin. 
All the Religion that Men have, till GOD's Spirit pleaſe to 
enlighten them, is only a labouring to go quietly deceived to 
Hell (as I have elſewhere ſhewn ) and therefore ſuch Men 
can do nothing to move GOD to pity them, Nor is there 
any thing in them to move him, but their Miſery, Yet if 
they be found in the Patk-way, wherein the Holy Spirit is 


'A 
1 
' 
44 
* 


wont. to walk; who knows but he may ity them and take * 
them up. (oel 2. 12, 13, 14.) This Path-way is a Jaborious neß- 
Waiting upon GOD, in the diligent Uſe of all his appointed hs 
Means in the Goſpel. O the Cauſe we have to bleſs GOD, Fru 
it he pleaſe to bring us our of theſe dreadful Snares! Theſe 9 
Eyons Dens and euntains of Leopards, and undertake for u le- 
that we ſhall not be deceived, now we are in this waſt bow!- WF G0 
ing Wilderpeſs.. (Cant. 8. 5: ) oy | 
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s MAN covered ſuch a Knowledge of Good and Evil that 
mould not need to be ruled by any other, but that all others 
uld be ruled by him. Which thing belongs only to GOD, 
a no Creature has Power to rule another otherwiſe then 
1910-288 is ſubſticuted by GOD the only ſovereign Ruler of the 


Ne- ole Creation. | 
their THIS is not fo general in Exerciſe as the forenamed Parts 
> well the forbidden Fruit; and that becauſe there is with many 
es Ve opportunity, ſo much as to hope for it: And fo the 
theſe j ed of it lies in them, bur has no Soil to ſprout and grow. 
ful! a had none that he could come at to rule, but what GOD 
lo, in d put under his Government already, And many now 
Lap aver ſtrive for it, nor think of it, becauſe they ſee no man- 


er of Probability to attain it. Vet wherever Men have Op- 
ortunity ( ſome more and ſome leſs) they ſtrive for it to 
eeir utmoſt. Inſomuch that ſome even aſpire to rule their Equals 
ſmall Affairs, and if they cannot rule and have their own 
ill againſt many, they will, if they can, ſer the whole Soci- 


7, 1 ty in a Flame of Contention, and bring all into Confuſion 
f the mo have their u-, which they prefer ro the Peace 
when If the Church, and the Honour of GOD, and the good 
6.1.) Pf Souls. This wilful maſterful Temper brings moſt of the 

”* Wcraicious Contentions and Hatred unto Wars and Deſolati- 
1 ons. Thus Sin is ſtill its own Puniſhmenr, 


= BUT where Men have Hope of ſucceeding ; How many 
have ſacrihced the Lives of their neareſt Friends, yea of their 
down Children, and ſome, of their Parents, to this Luſt of 


i "0 BY Sovereignty over others. Although it will do no good, nor - 
8 4 tog make em at all the more happy: But ir is the Poiſon of 
\ en che forbidden Fruit in Men's Souls, ariſing from an ambiti- 
: ny ous and idolatrous aſpiring to be like GOD, in things which 
ct Ware his divine Prerogative. | 

1 Note eve//. A Eikeneſs to our Maker in things which a- 


gree to our Nature; ſuch as his Love and Mercy, his Holi- 
neſs and. Truth, and the uſe of them with rational Know- 
| Else, is our Glory and Duty, and no part of tlie forbidden 

ruit. 6 

9. I ſuppoſe all acknowledge that Pride was a principal 
Ingredient in the forbidden Fruit, Man coveted to be like 
60D. All Honour muſt be to him, and none muſt have 
Honour but under him and to his Honour, This belongs 
RENE G 2 only 
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only to GOD, and therefore in Man ir is an Idolatry to ſeck ; 
ir, It is too ſtrong meat for any Creature, and therefore it 


makes them Mad, if they eat it. It brings Wars and Deſola- Wi 
tions, For this and coveuing Power to rule others breed 
ſuch Ambition that Coyntrys and Nations are ſacrificed to it: 
And ſometimes the Lives of perhaps millions of People are 
ſacrificed to the Ambition of one Man. O the dreadtul Ef- 


fect of our eating the forbidden Fruit! A Torment to Man- 


kind! Take any one Branch of it; and ir is enough to undo 


the World! O the ExceXency of that Saviour, by whom 
alone Deliverance may be had ! IA 
MEN facrifice their Lives and their Souls to this Idol. 
The Peace of Churches and Kingdoms are broken by it. 


Men ſcorn the Humiliations for Sin which GOD requires of 
them: preferring their own Honour to the Honour of Wi 


GOD, and the Salvation of Men's Souls. "AN 
ALSO from theſe two diſtempers of Sin, Men's Love to 


their Will, and Love to their Honour, ariſe (if not the whole 


Cauſe of Paſſionate Anger, yet) the principal Inclination to 
a haſty, furious, witleſs, raving Anger, as alſo Malice and 
Revenge, _ 
Moreover, OUT of this Root, Men's coveting what be- 


longs only ro GOD, _ viz. A Horour to themſelves, bas 25 


ſprouted Exvy, A Plague to Mankind! Men cannot bear 
that another ſhall have the Honour of having done better 

than themſelves. They ſer their Wits on Work to diſccy- 
rage and diſappoint every - Undertaking for the good BB 
of Mankind, exceps themſelves be the chief in the Honour of 
it. The World may curſe that Spirit of Envy. His proud 
conceir of himſelf will not ſuffer him to believe a Projection 
of another is good, except himſelf have the Honour of 
ſomething greater. The World groans, the State groans, 


che Church groans. The World loſes, perhaps, half the Pro- 1 
nt of the Earth. The State ſuffers great Charge and great 


Danger, and loſes many Lives. And the Church loſes many 
8g ils to Hell. For Evy will bely a good Preacher, a good 
Sermon, a good Endeavour, till he render it partly or whol- 
dy Tele, taking every Colour to defame it. A good 
Stateſman ſometimes muſt pay for his Wiſdom and Faithful- 
"neſs, by falling a Sacrifice to Envy. And many are in- 


beende gratify that Devi! Envy. Oh who would for 
1 | FI | ren 


- 
, a 4 
*** wa % ak 5 4. aa. IMS. 


„* wy _—_ 2 * di tanto itn And ute — 


— — 
bet er 


_ 
2 — . G 4 


nn , | . 
J Sin its own Puniſhment. 13 
eck 1 ten thouſand Worlds ſtand in the great Day, in the Place 
e it Mof chat Soul- murdering, Body-murdering, Eftate-murdering, 
dla-Reputation-murdering, and murderer of a# good that Man 
eed can have? When ſo many ruined Families, ſcandalized Re- 
it: ¶ putations, impoveriſped Common-Wealths,- murdered Bodies, 
are nd loft Souls, and apoſtatiſed Churches fhall cry for Venge- 
Ef- acc on the Man that ſacrificed them to his Idol, Self-ho- 
lan- pour and Envy Oh the forbidden Fruit our own Honour 
ndo ow from GOD's Honour! O that Idolatry the worſt 
10m Mot Idolarry ! And the Idolaters Comfort is but the Devils 
omfort! a guilty Rejoicing in the Hurt of another. | 
dol. RS I muſt now give ene Inſtance more of the Effect of Man's 
it. Wovering to be bis own Guide, by his own Wiſdom and Will, 
s of 4 hen the Envious Man reads this, if his Conſcience ſhew 
of im ſome glimmeriag of Guilt; he will ſhut his Eyes, and 
Nur his Face the other way, that he may not fee it: The 
e to houghts are uneaſy, he therefore will avoid them. Bur if a 
hole Friend warned you, that an Enemy now lay in wait for 
n to 1 our Liſe, would you ſtop your Ears becauſe the Thoughts 
and Mie uneaſy? Would yeu be angry with your loving Infor- 
' Pier? Would you ſhut your Eyes, leſt you ſhould find out 
be- 3 he Truth, and ſee him and ſave your own Life ? Would 
has Mou ſhut your Eyes the cloſer, when you hear that he is near 
bear It hand? Yet thus Men do with their Souls! O, why wit 
We die ? Well may it be ſaid, The wicked is ſnaved in the 
Bork of his own hands. Is it poſſible for a rational Creature 


18 


good e do thus ? Yes it is poſſible. Indeed it appears impoſſible, 


#7 


ur of nd in it ſelf, a Contradiction: Vet Experience proves it, 
roud Pur Philoſophy cannot decide it: Let us try what a higher 
tion aience can do. There is a Book called the Bible, which diſ- 
ir of Pers things which Philoſophy cannot find out: And they 
oans, Ming diſcovered reſolve every Enigma inſcrutable to Philo- 
Pro- phy before. This Book tells us that Man made an Idol 
great his Reaſon, and fer it in the Place of GOD, to truſt it 
nany Wa GOD, to know Good and Evil. Then why ſhould GOD 
good ide our Reaſon any more? Since we have rejected him, 
x hol- d our Heart has departed from him, to truſt in Man. Now 
good GOD has forſaken our Reaſon, what is it worth? We 
thſul- ight a thouſand times better be without it: That Crown 
| in- our Nature is then turned into a Curſe, And then the 
d for 


eater męaſure of Reaſon we have, the better able are we 


ten to 


de only hurt themſelves: No better thing to fhew = 
—_— LEES 2 * 
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to blind our ſelves in the Way to Hell Then it is no won- 
der if Men in ſeeing ſee not (Mat. 13. 14.) And f the 
Salt have loſt its ſavour, it is good for nothing (Mat. 5, 13.) 
Then our Reaſon cannot anſwer the End of Reaſon ; and 
ſo we ſee how this thing is poſſible. Oh dreadful ! O how ii 
many multitudes of People ly under this Curſe upon their 
Reaſon ! and except GOD for Curtsr's fake, take it of 
all the World cannot help them, nor convince them. What 
the Devil pleaſes they ſhall do; whether ir be in a furious 
Paſſion of Zeal, or Anger or Pleaſure, or what his heiß 
Policy thinks beſt to keep them ſecure againſt the day off 
Vengeance. | 

O how is the wicked ſnared in the Work of bis own hands ! 

ALE things conſidered, it appears, that Men live conti- 
nually finning. ( The whole World lies in Wickedneſs, 1 John 
q 19.) All the Actions of Men are moved by a Root of 
dolatry, the worſt of all Sin. We cannot think one thought 
_ and acceptable ro GOD, and to our own Edification, 
without the ſpecial Help of GOD's Spirit. Are not the 
Works of Religion in moſt People, and in moſt Profeſſions 
of Religion, only a Continuation of eating the forbidden 
Fruit? Of which Adam's eating the Fruit of the [iteral 
Tree was an Emblem. Prov. 30. 12. There is a Generation 
that is pure in their own Eyes, and yet is not waſbed from 
#heir Filthineſs, O the curſed State of this World, were it 
not for our only Saviour Jesvs Curisr, And O the doubly 
curſed State of that Man or Woman, who having heard of 
Cusisr, does not learn to know him, by knowing the need 
of him. And I ſay again, What Privilege have we the 
Children of Men, more than the Devils have, except what 
dur Saviour has procured for us? | 
Toon [IN the next Place 
THAT Sin working its own Puniſhment, is a thing much.; 
to be thought of ; appears thus, 

IT is a Matter not eaſily ſeen into. It needs much Me. 
_ vlitation, that we may ſee deeper and deeper into it, and 

to the Wifdom of GOD diſplayed therein. Men's not 
Five i 6 tis, is one thing whereby People harden them- 


elves in their Sins, thinking to benefit themſelves by them 
hereas if this were duly weighed, Men would ſee tha 
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vil of Sin, boch in it ſelf, and in its Hurtfulneſs to the 


on- aner. And therefore to ſee the need of Cunisr, and the 
he earnefß of the Mercy which ſaves a Sinner, to the magni- 
5 ing of the declarative Glory of his Grace, to the Addition 
and e ede Happineſs of Angels and Men. _ 3 

how NOTHING more needful rodiſcover to Men their falſe 


_—_— 73 that they may be led to the true Hope. 1 

2" WF IT is a matter deep and comprehenſive, and tends much 
che Glory of GOD, to the ſhame of his Enemies, and to 
e Men in Love with his Laws, which do wholly conſule 
r good. (Deut. 10. 12, 13.) | 


MAY. the meer Grace of GOD's Spirit ſo bleſs the Medi- 
ation of theſe things, as to lead the Sinner to flee to Ongar 


Takes » make Interceſſion to the Father for his Grace, to lead him 
Jo wut of this Wilderneſs of Deluſions, and hardneſs of Heart, 
ot 1 nd Eumity ro GOD, and {ſpiritual Blindneſs, and Death 
we © Sin, and to reveal Cunts and his Excellencies to him. 
. IF a Perſon come to this; then the following Scripture- 
A Prayers will ſhew, and help the Breathings of his Soul. IJſai. 
; 14255 ap. 64. throughout. Fer. 31. 18. Exe. Chap. 36. Pal. 
p Oy 18 And Pſal. 143. and many more ſuch. 


ration 


FOR — IurROVEME Nr of this Doctrine conſider 


from 
a 1. THE. Sinner has no Cauſe to complain of any. but him- 
25 0 elf, in all his Miſeries. For he himſelf by ſinging? brings 


pon himſelf, the very Puniſhment which that verySin deſerves, 
and it ſhall work in the very manner that the Sin has de- 
erved. And if we be afflicted by other Men, by Brutes and 
he Elements, it may be becauſe we have turned from GON 
dy looking ro theſe Creatures, and ſo the Object of our 
din proves the Inſtrument of our Puniſiment. The ſame 
it is if we be afflicted in our Infant-Children, who are gi- 
en us, and their Affliction is ours. We may — 
nal Ages, when GOD's People have ſought help from, 
vr Joined ſtrict Alliance with Infidels ;.' theſe very Infide la 
or other of the ſame ſort) have proved a Scourge to them. 
98 ind when the damned in Hell, beſide the Torment which 
p ©"; Peir Sin it ſelf works, ſhall be caſt into Everlaſting Fire; 
== c and they and their fellow damned and Devils ſhall be 4 
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vs 


Vet by the Efficacy of CurisrT, applied by the Holy Spirit, 


to ſhew them their Vileneſs, and bring them out of them- 


Sin its own Puniſhment. 


a Torment to each other; it then ſhall more clearly appear 
how their very Sins have brought upon them theſe very 
Torments. 1 | A 1 

2. HERE we may ſee the merciſu! Kindneſs of GOD to 
us, as to this Life ( not to ſpeak of his Merey to the re- 
deemed, as to the next Life) For when we had utterly 
forfeited his Protection of our Reaſon and Affectiout, and of ⁶ 
our Lives, Health and Enjoyments, He has fo far kept a 
Guard upon them all, as may ſerve for a $ ſometime Wl 
in this World. And though our Folly bring us a / thouſand Wl 
Miſeries yet he has not ſo totally taken his Bleſſing from 
our Underſtanding, but that we can do ſome things 15 ratio- 
nally as to get our Food and live in the World. ( 1/ai. it 
28. 24, 25, 26.) 4 


Ld 


3. HERE ſee the wonderfu ! Efficacy of the Mediation, 
Sufferings' and Merits of Cnrisr, who bare the Curſe for 
his redeemed, to turn every Curſe into a Bleſſing. (Gal. 3. 
13. Rom. 8. 28.) | 

OR Troubles and Afflictions, and efpecially our diſ- 
quieted Mind (the worſt of all Afflictions) are either o 
Sin, or brought upon by our Sin, of Creatwre-Dependence : 


theſe things ſhall be ſanified, and turned from Puniſhment 
to fatherly Chaſtiſements, ro rhe humbling of the redeemed, 


ſelves ro Cukisr, and by him ro GOD again. O Reader 
conlider, If we come to Curisr, all things are bleſſed ro 
us. If we de not, then all things are curſed to us. O wor- 
thy! O lovely SAviounx! | bes Bong fa 
_—__ 013.9113 « 


1:4.” HERE-may be ſeen, that every Error in Doctrine, and 
Miſtake in other things, as it is a Puniſoment ſor Sin, ſoit is 
moſtly inſticted by the Sin of Creature- Dependance. Errors 
in the 6#ward part of Religion, ariſe moſtly from Men's 
looking more at their own Reaſon, then at the Word of 
GOD, in judging what are profitable Ordinances to be uſed 
in the Service of GOD, whereby they miſtake rhe plain 
meaning of Scripture,” and do not know they are guided by 
their own Wills, whereby they have forfeired.. GOD's 
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believe Falſhoods concerning themoral 
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ier, may eaſily take Light for Darkneſs, and the con- 
yy; be naturally never ſo wiſe. As for that part of 
ral Religion which is contained in the ten Commands ; it 


aains things which belong to is ; and therefore the ſearch- 
* & * — 1 
MM inco them, barely to know our Duty is no part of che. 


| Wbidden Fruit. And therefore the Curſe fallen upon our 


con, affects us only in general with refpe& to that, as 
does with reſpett to our ordering our temporal Affairs. 
uch time that we, to gratify our Eaſe, or ſome other 
EL ſt, do call ſome Command, (or that part of it which op- 
es ſuch Luſt ) into queſtion, and make our Reaſon, acted 
Wy our byaſſed Will, the Judge. And then we are as liable 
„as concerning 
Why ether things; becauſe then we have eaten the forbidden 
Nuit a freſh, with reſpect to the moral Law. I think this 
Pings that Soul-kiuing Error with ſome, againſt the fourth 
mmand. But the Subſtance of the forbidden Fruit in that 
art of it which relates to our Reaſon, was a ferſaking of 
SOD and ſetting up our Reaſon as a ſufficient Judge. And 
Ence ſuch as are under the Power of this forbidden Fruit 
Will believe nothing concerning GOD but what themſelves 
In comprehend. So that concerning his Being, Exiſtence 
Wd pow er Properties, and Counſels, and ii, and Eter- 
2 Unchangeableneſs, his Love, his Mercy, his Fuſtice and 
wth , they will either diſbelieve what they cannot fathom, 
elfe frame Ideas of ir according to their own finite Capa- 
Nies; and ſo render GOD (in their Imagination) * 
nite. Hence they are rendered incapable of aſci ibing ü 
im the Glory due unto his Name: And therefore incapable 
the true Happinefs of a rational Creature. So the Sin is 
own puniſt ment and works its own Puniſhment. And 
1 Men are under the Power of ir, till they are reſtored by 
wrtsT. And they that are under the Power of it are as 
dnfident” that they are right, as our Mother Eve was, When 
e eat the forbidden Fruit ( having taken a ſinful Ambition 
blind her) and are as confident as they and others are, 
ho (from the ſame Principle in Subſtance ) live in the 
Hope of their being regenerate and in a ſtate of Salva- 
to their utter undoing for ever, if they ſo continue. 
Man had not finned, he had been content with the Know- 


»p 
* & * 


| . edge of what he is-capable to know of GOD, and had knoy 
der the unſearchable things of GOD, and his Counſels, a 
= Rules of Juſtice is the Ambition which our firſt Parents ha 


and dreadful forbidden Fruit! From «his very Princip 
-alſo it is that Errors ariſe relating to the Goſpel of Cual 


of Education and Evidence of Truth de pro 


And till it be wrenched our of our Hands it is in vain t: 


| ſuch will believe no more of a perſonal Union of twoNatwres it 
5. Cun ir, nor of original Sin, nor of imputed Righteouſneſs, not 
= ef GOD's /ree Elefion, nor of our dreadful Guile and De 
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that to be fully enough. for him. But the aſpiring to fn 


when they eat the forbidden Fruit; and can produce no le 
than the moſt terrible Soul-killing Errors. O that terrib if 


Theſe all either directly or indirectly ſtrike at the Heart 
Fuſtifcation by the Righteouſneſs of Curr only, imput 

to us by GOD's free Grace, without any manner of Rega 
to the Covenart of Works. And though many by the for 
fell this ; * 

none do inwardly rely upon it, till their Diffidence in GO! 
wich their ſpiritual Pride be ſubdued by the Came Gras 
which has ſo pardoned and juſtifyed them. For till the Si 
be pardoned, it will execute its own Vengeance. While 
erlon is under the Wrath of GOD, he is under the Po.. 
of the forbidden Fruit ( which as it is his Sin, fo it is hi 
Puniſhment) but when he is pardoned, the Puniſhment 
taken off (1 Pez. 2. 24. Gal. 4. 6, ) Till we ſee our mi 
ſerable and helpleſs Stare, we never can know who helps u 
nor know our need of Help, nor truly deſire his Help. 


- THIS che Goſpel of the Covenant of Grace ſtrives to mal 
People ſenſible of, that they may be ſaved, Bus the forbid 
den Fruit is Enmicy to it. That Pride and ſelf will nev 
yield to the Goſpel of Cusisr (the now Law of GOD) i 
cannot be ſubject to it ( Rom. 8. 7.) It muſt be crucified 


offer Cuxisr in his Goſpel, We muſt therefore be ga 
to deſpair of our ſelves, before we will ſubmit to the fret 
Grace of GOD's good Pleaſure in CuRIST. I do not {a 
deſpair of GOD's Grace ; but, deſpair of our ſelves. Bui 
while a Man is under the power of the forbidden Fruit, b 
cannot ſubmit to this; but muſt find fomerhing ef his own 
to encourage himſelf by. He is by the forbidden Fruit 
departed from GOD to truſt himſelf; and therefore many 
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., chan cheir own Wann can comprehend. 
eace ariſe many Hereſies under divers Fornis and Denomil} 
tions, All deſtroying the Faich which is only Gving, 


BUT now let me take leave to offer a Word to my, Bre- 
eren who believe the Doctrine of the Covenant of Grace, 
we. Satisfaction made ro GOD's Juſtice by the Righte- 


nan mes and Sufferings of Curr57, Some (if I miſtake dot) 
arr ons ppoſe ſuch a Neceſſity from the eternal Nature of GOD's 
nputeſ i aſtice, chat GOD could not be juſt if he had pardoned 
Legar lan without Satisfaction. Others will have that Sin mighit 
| Pr Wave been as well pardoned without a Satisfaction; though 
; % ſome Reaſon (I know nor what) Cuatsr muſt die to 
GO re Satisfaction. I humbly offer, that I take both to be a 
Gra cure of the forbidden Fruit. I dare think of no neceſſity 
he Si GOD bur his infinitely Free and Unchangeable Will. I 
'hile now of nothing wharſbever of which we Creatures can have 
Pow? ay manner of Idea (as ir appears ts us) but in Ee or 


Poſſe, is the Reſult of his moſt wiſe and incomprehenſible, free, 
bvereign, gracious and unchangeable Will and good Pleaſure; 

ur mi ven te his Attributes through which he is pleaſed to make 
himſelf known, by their Image in his Creatures. Divines 
ay wet, That GOD's Attributes are al ons in himſelf ; 
dur diverſly appearing to us. So the Juſtice which appears ro 
$ is but a Ray of the divine infinite Goodt es, exhibited to 


ipable to receive an Tea of. So I believe no ſuck thing as 
3m Neceſſity in GOD's Juſtice, as we have the Ideg 
it. | 121 
ain ti | | | Vat en 
BUT on the other hand, to make it ſich an uncerlain 
ning that it may be fulhlled or not fulfilled, 'T as little un- 
ot fa erſtand. If it be ſuch an indifferent thing, then whiere is 
pur Faith in the Neceſſity of Cua1sr's ſuffering for us as the 
dnly way of Salvation ſince the Fall? I do nor ſuppoſe 
s ow8Whar GOD has made his Juſtice ſuch an vneertain thing as 
d be no Rule whereby he governs his Creatures, And 
hat GOD wills he wills eternaZy (or is changeable) But 
or to diſpute the Matter. I humbly offer, That the infinite- 
y Wife Fe. A wg of GON, made the Covenant of Works 
uctirha that (to be the Emblem of his moſt perfect Juſtice ) & 
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in fuch Form, as his infinite Wiſdom ſaw fit to make us 4 
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be unto the urmoſt/jort and tittle, eicher by ou 


1 Atmoſt Penalty of Diſobedience. And infinite eternal Wiſdom 
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ledge which Adam and the Angels had ar | 
Lufficiently happy. Their Capacity of ariſing (it may be ) 


<<, 
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Meaiente or by our Repreſentative, or by our ſuffering the & 


_— can never ind new Cauſe nor any Cauſe to change! Since no- t 
Thing can be new to him. | | _ 7X 
AT S \ 5 O81 2 ink 
J. HERE appears that when Men aſpire. after the Know- S: 


Hedge which GOD has not made them capable of, they ' punih 
themſelves for their own Arrogance. What GOD has made nt, 
us able to know, is enough, fully enough: More is impoſſible, Wa 
more would do us no good, and the ſeeking of more, neceſ- Wi 
farily brings Error and blinds us, Go, out of your Element 
and you die. GO knows better than we what is good for 
us; and the not being therewith content, was the forbidden 
Fruit. 45.4 | | 1 ut 
WE could not have wiſhed to have been created in a bet be! 
ger ſtare than we were. We might have been as happy a: $K B 
Heart could hold. It was enough, enough,! I mean what we Man 
were capable to enjoy and arrive to, ſuch higher Degrees in 1 depr 
as GOD! had ſer before us, The Diſcontent with it brings all! en 


our Miſer ies. 1 Wor! 
IF a Man need not look far for what he would ſee, his 


ſeeing a little way is as good for him, and the reſt is need- Fe 
Jefs, We may know perfectly true, what we do know: But N w! 


ie ſeek more than GOD has allowed us, We ſhall then ef: 


know jalſely. GOD's Will is all, and the very Cauſe of our 


Being, and all we need, to be happy. The Capacity of Roy N 5 
rit, made them 


A thouſand times higher in Knowledge, and thereby in Hap- be 


pineſs, was GOD's additional Gift to them. The Angels who ou 
Fe perhaps, ten thouſand times more of GOD's glorious 


Excellency than we do, ſee fo much the clearer, how far it is 5 g 
beyond them to know and ſearch out the infinite Abyſs of N 

it; and dread as much the more, the ſearching into it. To 7 7 

behold and admire, is what becomes a Creature, 5 oy 

| of 

MUST we call to an Account the Rules of GOD's Govern- re 

ment? The Juſtice of his puniſhing. Original Sin? His Cre 


chaling whom he pleaſes to eternal Lite, and leaving whom 1 Poy 
r 1 Ra | a 9 
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Sin itt own Puniſhment! © 
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y our We. pleaſes } Depend"! 
7 tle ho looked in the Ark of the Covenant were putiiſhed 
ifdon{WScach. Our Reaſon, as it now ſtands ar leaſt, is not c 
te no- to draw Conſequences from GOD's Counſels further chan 


vpon being deceived if you dg, They 


has in his Word revealed, as Appears. Men naturally 3 


„ix, chat if GOD bath e or not appointed then 
now- Salvation, that then all Endeavours are in vain ; and 60 


uni ele rhis they render GOD changeable. Whereas the vg 5 
made Mntrary Confoquen ce from GOD's Counfels is the Truth, and” 
ſſible, ch as are taught by GOD's Spirit do find it ſo, See D 


1ecel- ab. 9. Oh the forbidden Fruit, ! | —_— 
ment TO ſearch out GOD's Works in Creation and Providencey 
d for nd in his Word, fo far as we can; that thereby we may 
dden e the glorious Excellency of the al-wiſe Diſpoſer, is 'pur 

Duty to our Maker, and a Favour given us ef G0, to 
bet 1 of our Happineſs. ( Pſalm, 111. 2) 
Bor to frame Ideas of GOD's Thoughts, as if they were 
t we Man's Thoughts, is At heiſtical, and a miſerable. Error, for is 
in | deprives the Creature of his Happineſs in GOD, and leads 
s all every other hurtful Erroꝶ, The apicked is ſnared inthe 

* , i Et. 1-1 Boe 


. | £2 — e 1 == h-- 2130 | ' | | 5 * 19 
„ his 6. HERE ve may be put in mind, that when, Men put off 
eed - Convictions, becauſe they dare not truſt GOD, but themſelves 
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But vhich is the yery Cauſe) they are fo ſnared in the Work 
then Jof their Hands, that this is the very Cauſe that ſo many 
our periſh from under the Goſpel. Men ſtrive to keep themſelves 
10W- en knowing their Sins, and to keep a good (tho blinded. } 
hem Opinion of themſelves ; and if GOD; ſuffer them to have 
be) Mheir Deſire, they never can come to Curisr and be ſaved, 
1ap- beir Sin brings their Puniſhmene, to have their Damnation 
who doubled, for rejecting Cuxisr in his Goſpel. Pſal. 58. 4 5. 
ious They are like the deaf Adder that ſtoppeth her Ear &c. Pſal. 
it is 895. To day if ye will bear bis Voice &. ; 
s of 


To . HERE ſee the beſt Rule to know whether we be in 2 
W ſtate of Salvation or not. While a Perſon is under the Power 


ern- 
His 


Lreature- Dependance: So long is ſueh à Perſon under the 
hom 


W Power of Condemnation, and in a ſtate of Damnation 5 be 


*. * - — 


Jof the Image of Hell, and the Fuel of the Flames of Hell 
WF aro in him, which conſiſts in living to our ſelves, and in 
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. never ſs great. 1 Cor 1. 1, 2, 3. 7h, 
Ten and Angels, and bave not Love 4 
goods to a the Poor; and try Body to be burn 
Cle ts Low which” Heaven to be Heaven: B 
r="; @ Perſon by believin nog in Cun ier is cruti fed to the Wer 
Sn World is þ bim (Gal 6. 14.) E and 4 
s (1 6f which; the hardeſt ro diſcover, hardeſt to ſubd, 
mot hurtful, are Spiritual - Pride, and Self or ' Oreatur 
? are 4 > {fo chat he Hives by Faith i 
Onanie; and lives t GOD and not eo hiraſelt; and therefo, 
watches againſt all ſinful Luſts; then is fuch a Perſon in a ſta 
oP'Grate and Salvation, . 5. 6. Gall. 3. 20 
** Seer 
218, HERR 21 may be 2 That Error in Aud 
wen bra mf K e intſs to ar. 
gras! Credpure | 04 bs in it ſelf 2 grear Pank ne for Sin 


5 9, HERE Ante we 0 be pk in mind, That a Diſce. 
den a5 S Previdence, r = ſetting 1 up oer own Will f. 
parate from GOD's Will, contains in it the Roor of all S: 
and Miſery, We ean ealily ſubmit re GOD's Will when h. 
rovidence ſuits our © natural Vis; but the Tryal i 

en it goes rs: Je bas Win had never rebelled again 


&c. " 


4 SOD; Will, we el never have had Occaſion to "den 


dur own Will; but as Sin has cauſed a Neceſſity of many nes 
Duties, "which orherwiſt had never been required of us, fo i 
| his kt upon us the Duty and Neceſſity of denying ou 
© bb Will. Here ſee alfs, the great Cauſe ws have of Thar) 
Þ when GOD is pleaſed fo to favour us, after eur Re 
5 that to miltigate sur deferved Miſery, he fo order 
Hur Wil, dür Deſires, our Tatereſt and Eaſe, that ir be agree. 
able es his own Will in his Providence ; and much more 
when he ſo ſanctifies our Will, that we feht & ON 82 re- 
oh in his Will, tho againſt our abe / 2 6JU79 


Lb To; HERE ſee what we muſt, by the Rode ;oE0 JD 
can 


r aſter to be (ſaved, viz, That we bo cl m all thei: 
rd Lofts, this Nature and original of Sin, this Fuel ol 
elf Rire. For while theſe Luſts remain in us unſubdued, vt 

ne more capable of the heavenly Society than the Devi“ 
re; 5 be our v ανi Works never ſo good, great and For 
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